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to have a guarantee that the Serbian promises would be
carried out.  He added:
I think a direct understanding between your Govern-
ment and Vienna possible and desirable, and as I already
telegraphed to you, my Government is continuing its exer-
tions to promote it. Of course military measures on the
part of Russia which would be looked upon by Austria as
threatening would precipitate a calamity we both wish to
avoid and jeopardize my position as mediator which I
readily accepted on your appeal to my friendship and my
help.80
This peace effort on the Kaiser's part made a deep im-
pression on the Tsar. It was successful, as will appear later,
to the extent of causing him to suspend the order for Rus-
sian general mobilization which had been pressed from him
by the Chief of Staff and which was on the point of being
dispatched over the wires. The Tsar had taken new hope
and telegraphed back:
Thank you heartily for your quick answer. Am sending
Tatishchev this evening with instructions. The military
measures which have now come into force were decided five
days ago for reasons of defence on account of Austria's
preparations. I hope from all my heart that these measures
won't in any way interfere with your part as mediator
which I greatly value. We need your strong pressure on
Austria to come to an understanding with us.81
But the news of Russia's wide-reaching military prepa-
rations and partial mobilization against Austria, now ad-
mitted by the Tsar to have been "decided five days ago for
reasons of defence on account of Austria's preparations/'
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